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DIARY OF EVENTS 
 
 
APIARY MEETINGS   Please note all Saturday meetings now open at 1:30pm for a 
prompt 1:50pm start.  Evening meetings are unchanged at 6:30pm. 
 
 
Wednesday 1st May - Apiary evening meeting 
 
Saturday 11th May - Apiary meeting 
 
Sunday 19th May - Brinsbury Country Fayre (details on page 2) 
 
Wednesday 22nd May - Apiary evening meeting 
 
Saturday 1st June - Apiary meeting 
 
 

 
 
01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 
01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 
01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 
01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 
01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 
01403 752493 grahammt@tiscali.co.uk  
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Philip Lancashire  
The Rose Hive Method by Tim Rowe 
 
Tim Rowe is a beekeeper living in Ireland who operates around 100 colo-
nies.  He has developed a simple system of beekeeping using one depth of 
British Standard frame, about halfway between BS brood and shallow 
depth.  This is based on B.S. sizes where standard National and Commer-
cial equipment, e.g. floors, crown boards, excluders and roofs can be used.  
He calls it the “Rose Hive”, although previously it was known as the 
“Rose One Sized Box (OSB)”. 
 
“The Rose Hive Method” is intended to describe the use of the Rose Hive, 
but even if you don’t want to use the hive, I think this is a brilliant book.  It 
challenges much of conventional thinking and offers sound alternatives.  It 
does not criticize for the sake of it, but questions why we do things the way 
we do.  I have absolutely no problem with that and I agree with virtually everything he says. 
 
In my opinion “The Rose Hive Method”  should be in every beekeepers collection, as I think it is 
an absolute gem.  When I started reading it, I simply couldn’t stop, because I didn’t know what 
was next and I was looking forward to it.  I wasn’t disappointed. 
 
I think there are so many merits in the Rose Hive that I have added a page on Dave Cushman’s 
website for it http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/rosehive.html 
 
Roger  

Chichester College will be holding their annual Show & Country 
Fayre at their Brinsbury Campus in Pulborough on Sunday 19th 
May from 11am until 4pm.  Members of the Division will be on 
hand to answer visitors questions on keeping bees, selling our api-
ary honey and showing off our bees in an observation hive. 
 
Come along and say hello.  Full details are on the Chichester Col-
lege’s website at: www.chichester.ac.uk/Courses/Visit-Us/Events/  



 

The April 20th meeting was the first time I have seen inside colonies this year and is probably my 
latest spring inspection ever.  I have never seen colonies in such a poor state and although most 
had brood, some didn’t.  It is my view that colonies will still be dying until the end of May.  Many 
of the adult bees are old and will die off, so not able to look after the brood. 
 
Many colonies must have been very short of pollen, so the queens would have gone off lay.  This 
would have resulted in varroa migrating onto the adult bees, so when the queens came back into 
lay again there would have been a heavy varroa load in a small amount of brood.  
 
I’m hearing of similar stories from around the country, two cases in Ireland with two very good 
beekeepers – one has lost 10 out of 11 and another 30 out of 31.  This is not bad beekeeping, just a 
reflection of conditions.  
 
I understand there may be a rush to obtain bees for a beginner who has lost all theirs, but I urge 
caution.  If you hear of someone giving up, then make sure you check the colony for foul brood 
before you agree to buy it, or move it.  Someone will be able to do an inspection for you.  Don’t 
forget there has been an EFB “hotspot” in the triangular area including Washington, Pulborough 
and Thakeham for a long time, so extra caution in this area.  
 
I think bees will build up very slowly this year, so we won’t be able to make increase for several 
weeks.  There are currently no drones to mate with the queens anyway.  Please avoid buying from 
the commercial suppliers as they are most likely to be imported.  In my view imports are a major 
cause of our current problems and there is the chance of importing pests and diseases we currently 
don’t have.  
 
This year will be one of consolidation with little honey produced, unless there is a late flow in 
July.  This will not be good for the newer beekeepers because they won’t be able to see bees in 
their normal condition, but for the more experienced I think it will give us an opportunity to under-
stand our bees more. 
 
Those of you who still have honey, I strongly suggest you hang on to it. 
 
As has already been indicated we will be giving more theoretical tuition at apiary meetings.  These 
will be given by a number of demonstrators and will need to fit in with what is happening at the 
hives, so the topics are relevant.  There will be emails sent out when these sessions are planned, so 
check emails regularly.  Of course you may not understand what is being taught if you don’t know 
the “basics”, so get up to scratch with them. 
 
Roger  



 

 
HAVE YOU CONSIDERED THE BBKA BASIC ASSESMENT? 
 
Several of our members have taken and passed the BBKA Basic Assessment.  This is a basic oral 
and practical assessment that is usually carried out in our divisional apiary by a qualified assessor.  
It is very satisfying doing it, focuses the mind on learning the essential elements of beekeeping and 
gives you more confidence. 
 
There is no writing to do, and the assessment is conducted in a relaxed, conversational way.  You 
will be asked to open a hive and explain what you are doing and seeing, so that the assessor can 
see that you handle the bees considerately and know the “basics”.   There is a syllabus which you 
will find here: 
 
http://www.bbka.org.uk/files/library/basic_syllabus_2013_1354100470.pdf 
 
The assessor will ask you about several topics in the syllabus. If you have been attending the api-
ary fairly regularly, joined one of Roger’s learning days, and supplemented what you have learned 
with a little additional reading, you should have little difficulty in passing.  You also get a nice cer-
tificate you can hang on the wall! 
 
You need to have at least one year’s experience of keeping bees.   
 
You can read more about taking the exam here: 
http://www.bbka.org.uk/files/library/13-08-
2011;_taking_the_basic_assessment_part_1_by_ivor_davis_1313268887.pdf 
 
And 
 
http://www.bbka.org.uk/files/library/13-08-
2011;_taking_the_basic_assessment_part_2_by_ivor_davis_1313268942.pdf 
 
If you are interested in taking the Assessment this year please speak to Roger or Tom.  The appli-
cation form is here: 
http://www.bbka.org.uk/files/library/appform13_1357200692.pdf 
 

The planned date for the Assessment this year is 14th July – three members have already 
signed up. 
 

Gordon (Divisional exams coordinator)  

In last month’s Newsletter Ray Noakes’ name had been incorrectly spelt.  Ray, my apologies. 
 

Graham 



 

For several years we have run Bee Health workshops in association with our Regional Bee Inspec-
tors.  We see these as an important way of raising awareness of both EFB and AFB, both notifi-
able diseases, as well as other threats to our bees.  The fact that we are able on these days to see 
‘live’ examples of the diseases is very helpful.  Unfortunately we are not able to have a Bee 
Health Day this year, but we plan to have one in 2014. 
 
While of course we hope that none of our members will be affected by foulbrood, we know that 
there are incidences of EFB in particular within our area.  This is why we believe that seeing the 
disease ‘in the flesh’ is so valuable. 
 
Once identified by a Bee Inspector there is only a very short time before the hive concerned has 
to be treated, either by destruction or by ‘shook swarm’ onto new foundation.  Within this short 
time, if any member is unlucky enough to have a Foul Brood diagnosis, it would be of immense 
value if some of our members were given the opportunity to see what the disease looks like. 
 
There is absolutely no shame if you get this disease.  It is not a reflection on your beekeeping.  
Discovering it in your hives actually shows that you are in control and observant!  If any member 
does have the misfortune to get EFB (or AFB) during the season I would really appreciate it if they 
would let me or Roger know, and allow some other members to see the symptoms (in carefully 
controlled hygiene conditions) before it is destroyed.  If it happens to you do please telephone 
one or other of us and we can discuss possibilities, in strict confidence. 

Many of you will have read about a new anti-varroa treatment that has just become available, 
under the name MAQS.  This is based on formic acid and is suitable for use during the summer, 
particularly when there are supers on the hive.  The strips have been used in North America for 
some years under the name Mite-Away. 
 

You can read an article about their use at the following internet address 
http://scientificbeekeeping.com/an-early-summer-test-of-mite-away-quick-strips/ 
 

And a list of questions and answers at 
http://www.thorne.co.uk/image/data/Documents/UK%20MAQS%20FAQS.pdf  
 

Available from Thornes in minimum quantity of 10-hive treatment (costing £55.20 plus carriage) 
and with a shelf-life of just a year, the product may not be practical for smaller-scale beekeepers. 
In order to allow individual members to try it if they wish, I have obtained a supply for WGBKA 
and we can offer you enough to treat a smaller number of hives at a cost of £5.50 per hive (two 
strips), so 2p cheaper than from Thornes and no carriage to pay!  I will have the MAQS strips 
available at apiary meetings, but it would help (as with all supplies) if you could email me and or-
der in advance of the meeting. 
Tom  



 

 

The following supplies will be for sale at apiary meetings (subject to stock).  As meetings can be 
hectic please email orders in advance to Tom on stone.house@btinternet.com so that they can be 
ready for you.  If you leave it until the day you must be prepared to wait until there is a convenient 
time to collate your goods, which may not be until the end of the meeting, or not until the next 
meeting! 
 
All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise and are correct at March 2013 for cur-
rent stocks.  We reserve the right to vary prices if there are changes from suppliers.. 
 
Frames  (unassembled) 
DN1  BS Brood, for National and WBC brood chambers …………      60p 
SN1  BS Shallow, for National and WBC supers …………………......      60p 
 
Frame nails, small bag (approx 80 grams) .…………….………..….      £1.00 
                 full box (500 grams) ….....………………........      £5.00 
 
Foundation for the above 
Un-wired  Shallow (for cut comb) …………………………..……...      40p 
 
Wired Shallow, please specify worker cell or drone cell …… ………..     50p 
 
Wired Brood ………………………………………………………..          80p 
(some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding) 
 
Spacers 
Narrow plastic ends for spacing frames ……………………………..      10p (20p/pair) 
Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot (for National hives) …    £2.00/pair 
 
Varroa Treatments 
MAQS, per 2 strips (treats one colony)                                                    £5.50 
Apiguard, per single sachet (two required for full treatment of a colony)      
ApilifeVar, per single sachet (two required to treat a full colony).   
Note:- ApilifeVar is not suitable for use in polystyrene hives. 
2013 prices for Apiguard & Apilife Var to be confirmed. 
 
Sundries 
Syringes, plastic, 50-60ml capacity for application of oxalic acid etc.   £1.25  
Hive tool, steel, yellow, British made, good sharp end ……………      £8.50 
Hive strap, orange webbing, 3 metres ……………………………….   £4.00 
‘Basic Beekeeping’ booklet by Roger Patterson, 2010 edition ...…   .   £5.00 
Smoker, stainless steel with guard ………………………………… .  £15.00 
 
Payment can be made in cash (easiest for us), or by cheque. 
Please make cheques payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division. 


